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Beginning April 12th, I (and Deb) will be going on sabbatical, with an 
additional two weeks’ yearly vacation, and two weeks of continuing 
education.   
 
Sabbaticals in the Diocese of North Carolina are extended times to 
disengage from regular tasks and from the stress of being constantly 
on call, ministering to the sick and dying, and dealing with any 
number of stressful situations.  Sabbaticals come from the biblical 
concept of the sabbatical year, a time apart for rest, reflection and re-
creation.  An added benefit to St. Thomas’ is to experience the skills, 
talents and perspectives of another priest. 
 
The Reverend Barbara Cooke, whom many of you know from her 
time with you a decade ago, will fill in while I’m away.  While she’ll 
be attending to several duties, you will most likely see her presiding 
at Sunday Eucharist (live-streamed) and hosting an adult formation 
program (via Zoom) afterwards at about 11:00 am.   
 
Of course, during these pandemic days we have to be creative, and 
The Rev. Barbara Cooke will surely inspire as she weaves her way 
through the Covid-19 protocols established by the Diocese and our 
own St. Thomas’ Covid-19 Task Force.  I’m hoping that by the time I 
get back, some real progress will be made working through the 
various stages as we all continue to cope responsibly with the 
pandemic.  
 
If a severe pastoral crisis erupts, please contact our Sr. Warden, Karen 
Huey, who will coordinate services with The Rev. Barbara Cooke.   
 
   
Fr. Bruce+  
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St. Thomas’ 125th Anniversary Events Needed 

 

St. Thomas’ will be 125 years old in August, 2021.  During a recent Vestry meeting, each 
committee and organization was challenged to plan an event during the anniversary year to 
commemorate this date.  The cookbook and kneeler projects are two of the events.   
 
 
If you have ideas to celebrate this important milestone, please send an email to 
crossties2018@gmail.com or to your committee.   

Prayers for Those Who Have Passed 

Jack Beyer      Member and Father of Kathy Reeves 

Annie Laura Seymore  Mother of Randy Seymore 

Joan Daniel Hodges   Mother of Bishop Suffragan Anne Hodges-Copple 

Ellie White 

Congratulations, St. Thomas’ Graduates! 

William Tucker 
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 Generosity in Perpetuity—Higher Education Fund is Established 

It is not every day that a phone conversation becomes the genesis for establishing a new fund, 
with a promise to generously endow it!  But that’s exactly what Charlotte Hohenstein and 
Mary Louise Matthews accomplished. 
 

The Charlotte M. Hohenstein/Mary Louise Matthews Education Fund is a restricted fund, 
initially endowed with $20,000.  As it stands now, qualified graduating high school seniors 
pursuing higher education are eligible to receive $500 upon graduation. 

 

Most of us understand the importance of life-long learning.  Charlotte and Mary Louise spent 
their careers teaching and developing the skills and minds of students, and influenced 
thousands of young people.  They created the new fund to help our youngest pursue their life-
long dreams and continue a legacy of two committed teachers. 

 

You, too, can participate.  When you give a gift to St. Thomas’ in honor of an old-time friend, 
perhaps a new young friend could benefit through your consideration into The Charlotte M. 
Hohenstein/Mary Louise Matthews Education Fund. 

 

Our first two recipients are Ellie White and William Tucker.  On March 21. they were 
presented with $500 from the newly endowed scholarship, plus $250 from the Women of the 

Church. Congratulations, Ellie and William, and thank you, Charlotte and Mary Louise!     

Mary Louise Matthews Charlotte M. Hohenstein 
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The Parish Staff 

 
The Rev. Bruce Heyvaert, Rector 

 
Dr. Jo Ann Bowman,  

Director of Music 
 

June Burbage,  
Organist 

 
Beth Wood,  

Parish Administrator 
 

 
 
 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 

http://stthomassanford.org/ 

Facebook:  St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church—Sanford 

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church 
“The Church with the Red Doors on Steele Street” 

 

312 N. Steele Street 

Sanford, NC 27330 

Phone: (919) 774-8644 

Email:  

stthomasnc@icloud.com 

 

Due to coronavirus pandemic, 
services are limited to a  

reservation-only system. 

 

 
The Vestry 

 
Karen Huey, Sr. Warden 

Randy Seymore, Jr. Warden 
Sue Bullwinkel, Clerk 

 
 

Serving through 2021 
Kim Hager 
Karen Huey 

Randy Seymore 
 

Serving through 2022 
Sue Bullwinkel 

David Patterson 
James Jessup 

 
Serving through 2023 

Cindy Julich 
Michelle Van Orden 

Colin Watson 
 
 
 

We extend a warm welcome from our church 
community.  

We at St. Thomas’ believe that: 

 Whatever your religious background 

 Whatever your history 

 However you have come to be  
drawn to the Lord 

You are welcome to walk your journey of life 
with us at St. Thomas' Episcopal Church. 

 
Our Mission: 

 
“To grow in the knowledge and love of God through our worship of Him, our service to Him, 
and our study of His Word; and to bring others to know Jesus Christ as Savior within the  
fellowship of the Church” 

 


