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Have you ever considered that stewardship is simply the act of caring for that 
which we value?  We steward relationships.  We steward our minds and bodies.  
We steward our cars, homes, appliances, even our lawn mowers! 
 
Before long, I’ll be servicing (stewarding) the lawn mowers used this season.  
That will involve cleaning filters, strainers, carburetors, greasing joints, 
sharpening and balancing blades, and adding fuel preservative before topping 
the gas tanks.  With such care (stewarding), I fully expect they will ensure a 
clean cut on the green grass in about six months.  So much work for something 
so trivial, huh?   
 
While I’ve never heard a last confession regretting the neglect of one’s lawn, I 
have heard last regrets along the lines of not “stewarding” one’s soul, of not 
stewarding relationships, and of 
not stewarding commitments 
made to God.  For some reason, 
those areas stand out as prime 
candidates for neglect and future 
regret. 
 
Awhile ago, I mentioned that 
“time” is a strange thing.  Can 
we “time-travel,” is the essence 
of the mystery.  I think we can!  
If we can perceive the 
possibility of a future regret, 
then we can just as easily bring that perceived regret backward into our current 
time, act on it today, and avoid that future regret.  Congratulations!  You have 
just manipulated time.  By so doing, you smooth the future for yourself and 
others by committing yourself today for a more pleasant tomorrow.     
 
The “Lord’s Prayer,” encapsulating “Thy Kingdom come” is for today and 
tomorrow.  Time is a strange thing.  We “are” today because of the many 
generous acts of stewardship throughout many yesterdays.  Yet, the prayer, “Thy 
Kingdom come,” inherently points forward.  We are a part of Thy Kingdom, but 
in this time, it is all too obvious that it is not yet “As it is in heaven.”  But the 
prayer is also as expectant (trusting) as it is hopeful. 
 
Please join Deb and me as we consider our very necessary pledge for the 
upcoming year.  It is a small expression of our gratitude for you, in this time, 
and in this place, where the Lord has asked us to labor, in this time, and for 
tomorrow.  Future regrets?  … oh, that is “so yesterday.”  To paraphrase Paul: 
Forget what lies behind and strain forward to what lies ahead. 
(Philippians 3:13)   
 
—Fr. Bruce+ 
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St. Thomas’ YouTube Live Feed  Watch for instructions in email 
St. Thomas’ Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/stthomas1896/ 
 
Washington National Cathedral   https://cathedral.org/ 
 
Forward Day by Day  https://prayer.forwardmovement.org/ 
 https://prayer.forwardmovement.org/podcast.php     
Audio Daily Morning Prayer  https://amato.podbean.com/   
Presiding Bishop Curry's Way of Love  
podcasts  https://wayoflove.episcopalchurch.org/    
 
Lectionary Lessons http://www.lectionarypage.net/   
The Episcopal Church https://episcopalchurch.org/ 
The Diocese of North Carolina https://www.episdionc.org/ 

October Worship Resources  

The St. Thomas’ Prayer List  

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation: 

For those who are ill: The Rev. Talmage Bandy; Karen Boyd; Jean Cooke; 
Jane Escher; Joan Griswold; Charlotte Hohenstein; Mary Louise Matthews; 
Jane Miller; Christina Weber; Those who are ill from Covid-19.  
 
For those in need of strength and guidance: World leaders, caregivers, es-
sential personnel; the Vestry and staff 

For those who have died: Anne Cox Layne; Bill Tucker 

Join Fr. Bruce for Bible Study on Tuesday Mornings 

 

 

Join the St. Thomas’ community on 
Tuesday mornings at 11:00 am for 
a Bible Study and Formation class 
based on the Lectionary readings 
for the following Sunday.   

 

Connect via Zoom for this interactive and informative discussion.  Each week, a new Zoom connection is sent 
from the church office via email.   

https://www.facebook.com/stthomas1896/
https://cathedral.org/
https://prayer.forwardmovement.org/
https://prayer.forwardmovement.org/podcast.php
https://amato.podbean.com/
https://wayoflove.episcopalchurch.org/
http://www.lectionarypage.net/
https://episcopalchurch.org/
https://www.episdionc.org/
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 For the Love of Music—June Burbage 

“Spread God’s love through your gift.”  And gifted she is!  Our 
organist, June Burbage, uses her musical talent in almost every way—
through playing piano for symphonies, choir, church and theater, 
composing new music, and teaching piano.  June loves to learn and to 
be challenged.  She joined St. Thomas’ in 2016 and has been a 
tremendous asset to the musical program.   

Music has been her passion since the age of three when her 
grandfather, who was a church music director, bought her a $40 

piano. Already playing the 
tunes for songs, she began 
her piano lessons soon after.  
At age eight, she traveled by 
bus alone to Queens College 
in Charlotte every week until 
she graduated high school.  As the choir accompanist in high school, 
June learned to follow accompaniment directions.  She was even the 
pianist in a rock band!  Finishing a degree in music at Meredith 
College in two years, she then attended UNC for her Masters in Music.  
(Her teacher, William Newman, was Paul Newman’s cousin!)  As a 
teaching assistant, she taught undergraduate theory to pay her way, 
and won a competition to play Beethoven’s 4th Concerto with the 
UNC Symphony Orchestra.  At age 37, she attended the Academia in 
Florence, Italy, where classes were conducted in French.   

Opera makes June cry.  She loves theater.  She loves to accompany 
choirs at church.  June loves everything musical and excels in all 
areas.  Her favorite choir moment at St. Thomas’ was the descant of 
“Lift High the Cross.”  With our wonderful pipe organ and excellent 
singers, it was an incredible and touching moment for her. How 
blessed we are to have her at St. Thomas’!  June stated, “Music is 
bigger than any of us.  Beautiful music happens everywhere and shows 
there is a God.”   

Brahms and Beethoven are her favorite classic composers.  Both of 
these musicians moved music ahead by changing the harmonic 
vocabulary.  However, Willie Nelson is her favorite musician!  Bet 
you never would have guessed that one! 

Most of us think that piano and organ playing is interchangeable.  Yes, 
each has the same design of white and black keys, but playing requires a totally different skill set.  When asked 
the difference in playing piano and organ, she described that the organ is a woodwind instrument with sustained 
lines.  The sounds can be easily changed to mimic other instruments.  The challenging part of playing organ is 
planning these different sounds (the registration) and practice “on the fly” changes.  Playing two or three 
different keyboards with hands and playing a keyboard with the feet requires some serious coordination and 
practice.  On the other hand, the piano is a percussion instrument and the 
sound is all about how the keys are depressed.   

At home now, she enjoys the company and antics of two new kittens, and 
looks forward to being back into teaching her current students and adding 
new ones.   

Thank you, June Burbage, for sharing your exceptional gift with St. 
Thomas’ Episcopal Church.  We are truly blessed.   

“Spread God’s Love Through Your Gift.” 

 —June Burbage  
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Volunteer!  Make a Difference 

T HE CR OSS TI ES  

We will soon experience a new liturgical year.  During this time our thoughts turn to stewardship and serving on our 
numerous committees and groups at St. Thomas’.  Serving God through the church gives us the best experience of our 
worship.  Share your “time, treasure, and talent.”  Here are some of the groups to consider.  If you are interested, call 
the committee chair listed. 

Group Function Chairperson 

Acolytes  The mission of acolytes is to worship God through reverently assisting the 
priest and all who worship.  Acolytes from the age of eight through adult 
serve as torchbearers, Gospel bearers, crucifers, and assistants to the priest. 

Katie Hyer 

Altar Guild Assists the Rector in worship through the preparation of the church for  
services, including preparing the altar for Holy Eucharist and other 
sacraments. This includes setting up and clearing the altar and maintaining 
the linens, candles, and vestments used during worship and seasonal  
celebrations. 

Barbara Massengill 

Augustine Project The Augustine Literacy Project trains volunteers to work with children 
struggling with reading, by helping them improve reading, writing, spelling 
and comprehension skills.  Tutors work individually with students twice a 
week. 

Barbara Yuskevich 

Bazaar Committee This group plans the annual handmade sale of goods and food items to raise 
money for local charities and church groups.   

 

Karen Huey 

Building & Grounds This committee identifies and prioritizes needs regarding the state and  
condition of the church facilities and property, its maintenance and upkeep. 

David Patterson 

Children’s Ministries Using “Godly Play” to bring alive and act out the ancient stories of the  
Bible, this group furthers religious education for our young children.   

 

Samantha Michael 

Choir The choir leads music during worship services.  One does not need to be a 
“trained musician.”  Practice is held on Sunday mornings at 9 am.   
The annual Choral Festival of Advent Lessons & Carols requires additional  
practices on alternate Monday nights during fall.   

 

Jo Ann Bowman 

Communication 
Committee 

This committee maintains the church Website and promotes messaging 
about church events on the Facebook page. Members interested in preparing 
and promoting digital content are invited to join this group. 

 

Jennifer & Tom 
Kuntz 

Foyer Groups During the year, interested members are divided into groups of six to eight 
Each group meets three or four times yearly.  The intention is to provide an 
opportunity for parishioners to become better acquainted and to have fun!  

 

Elizabeth Zeph 

In-Reach This committee assists church members when they are recuperating from 
medical issues and illnesses, and need help with meals or shopping.   
Parishioners are reminded to make needs known so help can be arranged.   

Karen Huey 
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Volunteer!  Make a Difference (continued) 

 

Lay Eucharistic 
Ministry 

The mission of the Lay Eucharistic Ministry is to take the consecrated  
elements from Holy Eucharist to members who are unable to be present at 
the Celebration.   

Ray & Katie Hyer 

Men’s Group The men’s group meets regularly on the 4th Tuesday of the month for  
supper and a program.  The group also does service projects for the church 
and parish members. 

James Jessup 
David Patterson 

Outreach-Evangelism  
Committee 

The committee focuses on local and global ministries and offers  
opportunities for hands-on projects to parish members.   

Pat Kirkman 

Parish Life  
Committee 

This committee plans the Fifth Sunday luncheons, ensuring that a varied 
menu of food is available.  The committee also is responsible for the serving 
supplies needed for coffee hours and luncheons 

Carolyn Schaeffer 

Micki Van Orden 

Stewardship The Stewardship Committee formulates a plan to educate church members 
about tithing and sets goals for the church, based on the finances needed to 
make the church run smoothly. 

JoAnn Thaxton 

Barbara Duffy 

 

St. Jude Prayer Group This group meets monthly to ascertain prayer request needs of the church 
members and their close relatives.   

Pat Clark 

STEM The St. Thomas’ Episcopal Musicians is an instrumental group that performs 
periodically.  Anyone who plays an instrument is invited to join. 

Karen Huey 

Teen Group The Teen Group plans and executes meaningful activities for the teens in the 
church. 

Samantha Michael 

Ushers The Ushers assist all members and visitors who attend church functions.  
The Ushers also assist church attendees with Communion and gather all gifts 
for the offering. 

Steve Yuskevich 

Vestry Members of the Vestry are elected by the church members to serve a three-
year term.  This group sets goals for the church year and approves all major 
decisions made by the church. 

Karen Huey 

Women of the Church Meetings of Women of the Church are held on the first Mondays from  
October through May.  This group of women (and men) meets for a mean-
ingful program, followed by lunch.  Additionally, the group works on  
service projects benefiting the church and the community. 

Kim Hager 
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T HE CR OSS TI ES  

The coronavirus, or COVID-19, is a global pandemic that has 
created a world and situation unlike any we have known before. We 
continue to know this is understandably a cause for concern, but 
still not a cause for panic. It is an opportunity for all of us to go 
deeper into our faith to find ways to love and support one 
another. We are in this together, and we are beloved community. 

For questions about the adaptations put in place by the Diocese 
or church-related matters, to request pastoral clergy care, or to 
request assistance with supply needs, please contact the Rev. 
Canon David Sellery or a member of the congregational support 
team. 

If you need different types of assistance - either as a church 
leader or as someone seeking to worship and engage at home - 
browse the options on the Diocese of North Carolina Website. 

 

Courtesy of Episcopal Diocese of North Carolina  

 

Covid Resources from the Diocese of North Carolina 

https://www.episdionc.org/ 

mailto:david.sellery@episdionc.org
mailto:david.sellery@episdionc.org
https://www.episdionc.org/congregational-support/
https://www.episdionc.org/congregational-support/
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Recipe Corner—Baked Reuben Casserole, Barbara Massengill 

Take time during our “quarantine” to include your best culinary delights into the new cookbook file.   
 
Here’s how: 

1. Enter the Website typensave.com. 

2. Find Log In. 

3. Enter User Name:  woc27330. 

4. Enter Contributor Password:  juice219.   

5. Follow the instructions to enter your recipes. 

New Cookbook ...We Need Recipes! 

Ingredients: 

6 slices seedless rye bread (dark or light) divided use.   

1-1/2 pounds thinly sliced pastrami or corned beef, divided use. 

1 to 1-1/2 cups sauerkraut drained well (fresh refrigerated has a milder flavor than canned) 

4 cups grated Swiss cheese, divided use  (this is about 8 ounces) 

2 tsp caraway seeds, divided use 

1 cup chopped kosher dill pickles 

1 cup milk 

3 large eggs, beaten 

1/3 cup thousand island dressing 

¼ cup yellow mustard (not Dijon) 

Instructions: 

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.  Spray 11x7 (or 13 x 9) baking dish with nonstick cooking spray.   
Take four slices of rye bread and cut into 2 inch cubes. 

Place remaining slices of rye bread into food processor and pulse into fine bread crumbs and set aside.  

Spread cubed bread into bottom of the prepared baking dish. 

Cover evenly with half of the pastrami.   

Evenly top with drained sauerkraut, chopped pickles and 1 tsp. caraway seeds. 

Sprinkle 2 cups of grated cheese on top of sauerkraut layer. 

Top with remaining pastrami.  Gently push down to help compact it all a bit. 

Sprinkle remaining 2 cups grated cheese and 1 tsp. caraway seeds on top of pastrami. 

In a medium bowl, whisk together milk, eggs, thousand island dressing and mustard. 

Pour mixture evenly over the casserole 

Top with bread crumbs. 

Cover with foil 

Bake for 45 minutes 

Remove from oven and let rest for 5 minutes before serving. 

Notes:  I prefer to use pastrami rather than corned beef and I cut the pastrami up into small pieces so that a knife is not required 
when eating. 
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The Parish Staff 

 
The Rev. Bruce Heyvaert, Rector 

 
Dr. Jo Ann Bowman,  

Director of Music 
 

June Burbage,  
Organist 

 
Beth Wood,  

Parish Administrator 
 

Katie Yuskevich,  
Nursery Caretaker 

 
Tasha Barrett, 

Assistant Nursery Caretaker 
 
 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 

http://stthomassanford.org/ 

Facebook:  St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church—Sanford 

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church 
“The Church with the Red Doors on Steele Street” 

 

312 N. Steele Street 

Sanford, NC 27330 

Phone: (919) 774-8644 

Email:  

stthomasnc@icloud.com 

 

Due to coronavirus 
pandemic, services are 
cancelled until further 

notice. See online schedule. 

 
The Vestry 

 
Karen Huey, Sr. Warden 

Randy Seymore, Jr. Warden 
Sue Bullwinkel, Clerk 

 
Serving through 2020 

 
Kelly Burke 

Barbara Duffy 
Joann Thaxton 

 
Serving through 2021 

Kim Hager 
Karen Huey 

Randy Seymore 
 

Serving through 2022 
 

Sue Bullwinkel 
David Patterson 

James Jessup 
 
 

We extend a warm welcome from our church 
community.  

We at St. Thomas’ believe that: 

 Whatever your religious background 

 Whatever your history 

 However you have come to be  
drawn to the Lord 

You are welcome to walk your journey of life 
with us at St. Thomas' Episcopal Church. 

 
Our Mission: 

 
“To grow in the knowledge and love of God through our worship of Him, our service to Him, 
and our study of His Word; and to bring others to know Jesus Christ as Savior within the  
fellowship of the Church” 

 


