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Volume 4, Issue 7 

September, 2019 

September 2 

September 8 

September 9 

September 8 

September 22 

September 24 

September 29 

 

Church Office Closed   

New Member Confirmation Class    11:15 am  

Women of the Church  11:00 am 

Vestry Meeting  12:30  pm  

Children’s Clangy Collection 10:00  am 

Men’s Group  6:00 pm 

Fifth Sunday Luncheon   11:00 am   
   

   

September Upcoming Events 

 
Already, a few individuals have asked, “Where did the summer go?”  To one, I 
replied “You tell me, you lived it!”  That was my quiet admonition to not ask that 
question at the end of life!  Presumably, there’s still plenty of time. 
 
We quickly associate summer days with easier living, times of refreshment and 
renewal, increased outdoor activities, and leisure time spent with family and 
friends.  However, the summer experience is also mundane in that life’s struggles 
and demands continue.  When all is said and done, it turns out that the “best” 
season is the current season. 
 
And the current season is filled with possibilities—for you!  For instance, did you 
know that about 40 individuals are involved in every Sunday service?  Some of 
the work is obvious, some is more behind the scenes, but all the work is 
necessary to facilitate the beautiful services to which we’ve grown accustomed.  
Did you know that about 15 individuals are actively involved in the upkeep and 
beautification of our church grounds?  Some of the work is obvious, some of the 
work is never seen, but all the work is necessary to secure the beautiful church 
and grounds to which we’ve grown accustomed.  There are many ways to serve 
our beloved St. Thomas’ community, of course.  Underpinning all are your faith, 
prayers, and commitment. 
 
When I sat down and calculated the above numbers, I was surprised and grateful.  
You might be, too, when you visit the upcoming St. Thomas’ Ministry Fair on 
September 15th, following the Sunday Service.  You might be surprised to see so 
many different committees dedicated to serving God and neighbor, that also keep 
us well-functioning.  You might be surprised to learn that your interests and 
talents are respected and valued, and that you are welcome to join a group. 
 
At St. Thomas’, each of you is valued and cherished.  Sometimes that is obvious,   
but it need not be, when it is established fact!  Thank you for your dedication to 
God’s work.  
 
These are the best of times.  This is the best season!  See you at the ministry fair!   
 
—Fr. Bruce+  



For those who are ill: 
The Rev. Talmage Bandy; Jack Beyer; Carol Bradford; Ren Cashman; 
Jean Cooke; Claudia Cox; The Rev. Mary Curtis; Charlotte Hohenstein; 
Pat Kirkman; Dick Klancher; Ed Knipple; Pat Lewandowski; Mary 
Louise Matthews; Jane Miller; Ann Osmolak; Jeremy Strickland; Didi 
Zahlava.  
 
For strength and guidance:  
Ray and Katie Hyer; Dick and Mary Klancher; the Vestry. 

 For all military deployed and at home: 
 
Thanksgiving:  
For the continuing growth of St. Thomas’  
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Red Paraments Brighten Up Services in Tanzania  

During the evening of August 8th, Fr. 
Bruce presented to The Rev. Moses 
Matonya, of Morogoro, Tanzania, a 
complete set of gently used red paraments 
from St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church.  The 
Rev. Moses is the General Secretary for 
the Christian Council of Tanzania, and 
formerly the president and dean of 
Msalato Theological College.   
 
As you can see, the Rev. Moses was 
thrilled to receive the gift and assured all 
gathered that his congregation in Tanzania 
would be delighted. 

 
The event was 
sponsored by 
Jessie Mackay 
and The Rev. 
Talmage (Tally) Bandy, pictured here. 
 
Parishioners from Emmanuel Episcopal Church 
in Southern Pines, along with Deb Heyvaert 
and Jo Ann Bowman, were also present.   
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Join the Women of the Church on September 9 for the first 
program of the 2019-2020 year.  The program features Barbara 
Duffy who will share some of the experiences of her mission 
trip to Costa Rica last spring. 
 

The  program begins at 11:00 a.m. in the Lower Parish Hall.  
Lunch will be served and all are welcome.   
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St. Thomas’ Bazaar News 

A Pilgrimage to Costa Rica 
WoC Begins the 2019-2020 Year 

The St. Thomas’ Bazaar on November 16, benefiting the local Boys and Girls Club, Helping 
Hands Mission, Bread of Life Ministry, and the St Thomas’ Men’s and Women’s groups, will 
be here before we know it!   
 
Here are some of the ways you can get involved.   
 
The planning committee has been working hard on this project.  Because this date is so close 
to the Thanksgiving holiday we thought it would be a good idea to offer holiday foods that 
could be frozen and brought out for the holiday 12 days later.  Think about your favorite 
holiday side that you might be able to make for this event.  Let your memories help you think 
of your favorites and share with us!  What we need now are for our cooks to start signing up to 
make food items for sale.  We need people to make pies, breads, cakes, casseroles, dressings, 
vegetable casseroles, etc.   
 
We also need more vendors to sell their favorite hand-crafted items and people to donate 
auction items.  You can use the green sheets in the pews to let us know how you would like to 
help or you can see Karen or Drusy or call the office.   
 
Alice Anne Ford will be glad to take donations of your excess jewelry to sell at her vintage 
jewelry table.  
 
John Cloud welcomes help with publicity by sending out announcements of this event to your 
friends by means of electronic emails or through your social media friends.   
 
We will have activities for children that day as well as pictures with Santa.  Invite your friends 
and neighbors!  Thank you so much for your support of this project!  
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Find Your Ministry on September 15 

 

The annual St. Thomas’ Ministry Fair will be 
held on Sunday, September 15, following the  
10 a.m. service.   

As a volunteer organization, it takes myriad vol-
unteers to offer services to this parish.   

Enjoy coffee hour and learn about the various 
ministries of St. Thomas.'  Find YOUR ministry 
and sign up!   

Service of Advent Lessons and Carols Rehearsals Begin 

St. Thomas’ choir members have begun rehearsals for the annual Festival of Advent Lessons and Car-
ols on Saturday. August 24, at their In-House Retreat.  Choir members received Advent folders con-
taining  music for nine anthems.   

 
Rehearsals are held on Sunday mornings and Monday evenings to prepare for the December 8 Service 
of Advent Lessons and Carols.  Music for that service will be accompanied by a ten-piece orchestra.  
 

 



Outreach Reaches Many Lives 
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WOW!  Look what the parishioners at St. Thomas’ have done!  Thank you for your caring generosity! 
 
• Provided food for students at Central Carolina Community College through their food pantry project.  

Pat Kirkman delivered the donations. 
 

• Helped fill Easter Baskets for the residents at Oak Haven.  These baskets were delivered by Carolyn 
Schaeffer and Marie Martin. 
 

• In May, Micki Van Orden assembled special bags for women at The Haven for Mother’s Day.  We 
purchased items from our budget, but that was supplemented by the overflow of contributions for the 
Easter Baskets. 
 

• A distribution program developed by CUOC made it possible for food to be delivered to Back Pack Pal 
kids over summer break.  St. Thomas’ parishioners contributed almost 600 fruit cups to the project 

 
We are excited about the upcoming opportunities for extending Christ’s love and grace in our community.  
They include the Warren Williams Alternative Elementary School, CARA, the Bread Basket, our 
traditional Angel Tree to provide gifts to Oak Haven residents, and one of the Lee County shelters. 
 

The Outreach Committee Members are Pat Kirkman, Kay Heflin, Joann Thaxton, Joan Griswold, Micki 
Van Order, Louise Spofford, Carolyn Schaeffer, Marie Martin, and John Cloud. 
 
If you would like to join our committee, look for our table at the upcoming Ministry Fair to find out more 
information. 
 

Save the Dates in 2019 

Save the date for these important upcoming events: 
 
Sunday, September 15 Ministry Fair 
 
Sunday, October 6 Blessing of the Animals (3:00 p.m.) 
 
Tuesday, November 5 Final meeting before the St. Thomas’ Bazaar 
 
Saturday, November 16 St. Thomas’ Bazaar 
 
November 22-23 Diocesan Convention 
 
Sunday, November 24 Bishop Sam Rodman’s Visit to St. Thomas’ 
 
Sunday, December 1 Parish Annual Meeting 
 
Sunday, December 8 Service of Advent Lessons and Carols 
 

 
 



News to Note 
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Need a Ride? 
 

If you are willing to provide a ride to and from Sunday church services for a home-bound parishioner, 
please contact the church office at 919-774-8644.  We will compile a list and then proceed.  Thank you! 

Availability of Vestry Minutes and Financial Reports 

The minutes of every vestry meeting, along with the latest financial report compiled by Treasurer, Andy 
White, and reviewed by the vestry, are posted on the board in the lower parish hall.   

Silence and Prayer  

Before our Sunday services begin, please respect the Episcopal tradition of prayerful silence as you reach 
your pew.  Thank you for your consideration of others.   

Save The Date 

November 16, 2019   St. Thomas’ Bazaar 

Silence and Prayer  

Before our Sunday services begin, please respect the Episcopal tradition of prayerful silence as you reach 
your pew.  Thank you for your consideration of others.   

CrossTies Submissions 

If you would like to have information posted about St. Thomas’ activities, please submit the articles and 
pictures.  Share the good works that are happening here.   
Send to:  crosstiesarticle2018@gmail.com 
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Our own Mary Louise Matthews (aka “I’m Mary 
Louise; I do as I please!) celebrated her 88th birthday 
on August 19th.  

Many friends journeyed to Parkview to share the 
occasion with her.  The favorite activity of the day was 
singing: patriotic music, best-loved hymns, and her 
lustily delivered version of the title song from The 
Sound of Music.  

A retired teacher of Spanish, Mary Louise’s 
conversation was peppered with many Spanish  phrases. 
Fortunately, visitor  Sydney Somoza is a fluent Spanish 
speaker and translated for others. At one point, people 
moving about in the hall were talking loudly.  Mary 
Louise’s commanding “Silencio,” brought immediate 
quiet. 

Her natural sweetness and engaging manner were 
special gifts to those visiting.  Happy Birthday, Mary 
Louise!   

Feliz Cumpleanos!  



 
The Parish Staff 

 
The Rev. Bruce Heyvaert, Rector 

 
Dr. Jo Ann Bowman,  

Director of Music 
 

June Burbage, Organist 
 

Beth Wood,  
Administrative Secretary 

 
Katie Yuskevich,  

Nursery Caretaker 
 

Tasha Barrett, 
Assistant Nursery Caretaker 

 
 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 

http://stthomassanford.dionc.org/ 

Facebook:  St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church—Sanford 

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church 
“The Church with the Red Doors on Steele Street” 

 

312 N. Steele Street 

Sanford, NC 27330 

Phone: (919) 774-8644 

Email:  

stthomasnc@icloud.com 

 

Sunday Eucharist—10 am 

Godly Play—10 am 

 
The Vestry 

 
Cornelia Olive, Sr. Warden 

Randy Seymore,  Jr. Warden 
Micki Van Orden, Clerk 

 
Serving through 2019 

 
Bill Bradford 
Cornelia Olive 

Micki Van Orden 
 

Serving through 2020 
 

Barbara Duffy 
Kay Heflin 

Joann Thaxton 
 

Serving through 2021 
 

Karen Huey 
Katie Hyer 

Randy Seymore 
 

We extend a warm welcome from our church 
community.  

We at St. Thomas’ believe that: 

 Whatever your religious background 

 Whatever your history 

 However you have come to be  
drawn to the Lord 

You are welcome to walk your journey of life 
with us at St. Thomas' Episcopal Church. 

 
Our Mission: 

 
“To grow in the knowledge and love of God through our worship of Him, our service to Him, 
and our study of His Word; and to bring others to know Jesus Christ as Savior within the  
fellowship of the Church” 

 


