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Volume 4, Issue 9 

November, 2019 

November 4 

November 6 

November 9 

November 10 

November 11 

November 16 

November 17 

November 22-23 

November 24 

November 28-29 

Women of the Church 11:00 am  

Book Study Begins 7:00 pm 

Men’s Group Work Day  8:00 am 

Vestry Meeting 11:30 am 

Church Office Closed for Veterans’ Day      

St. Thomas’ Red Door Bazaar 9:00 am -12:30 pm 

Children’s Clangy Collection 10:00 am 

Diocesan Convention in Winston-Salem   

Bishop’s Visit  10:00 am 

Church Office Closed for Thanksgiving 

      

  

November Upcoming Events 

Because of you, St. Thomas’ is thriving!  Think about that for a minute. 

 

You may protest and say, “But I am only one person.”  Yes.  That is true.  It is also 

true that throughout human history, it has often been the sole individual, working 

in concert with others, who dedicated oneself, strived for excellence, inspired 

others, and then ended up making a profound difference in the church and the 

world. 

 

And, what a difference you have made!  Twenty-two committees see to the 

welfare of our beloved St. Thomas’, both physically and spiritually, as well as 

attending to the broader needs of our local community and even to the far distant 

lands of Costa Rica and Tanzania. Then, through our inherent affiliation with the 

Diocese of NC and the broader Episcopal Church, to our many additional needy 

Christian brothers and sisters throughout the world.   

 

In our own St. Thomas’ community, children and adults are being properly 

educated again, baptized, Confirmed and Received into the Church.  In three 

years’ time, we are delighted to have 45 new individuals who regularly participate 

in the life of St. Thomas’.  When Bishop Sam visits on November 24th, I expect 

that he will Confirm and/or Receive eleven individuals – all who have found St. 

Thomas’ to be a vibrant, nurturing, safe, sometimes challenging, refreshing church 

community.  That is largely due to your individual responses to the Holy Spirit 

who permeates this expression of Christianity, known as St. Thomas’ Episcopal 

Church.    

 

As I reflect upon this Sunday’s All Saints Day celebration, I’m reminded of the 

many men and women in times past who struggled to better understand God’s 

desires for them and their neighbors, and how they lived out that understanding.  

Saints, in potentia, is a good description of you!  That is not so far-fetched as you 

may think.  “Because of you,” I will speak more to that this Sunday.  

 

Fr. Bruce+ 



 
 
For those who are ill: 
The Rev. Talmage Bandy; Carol Bradford; Ruth Cameron; Jean 
Cooke; Claudia Cox; The Rev. Mary Curtis; Alice Anne Ford; 
Deb Heyvaert; Charlotte Hohenstein; Pat Kirkman; Ed Knipple; 
Mary Louise Matthews; Jane Miller; Ann Osmolak; Jeremy 
Strickland; Didi Zahlava. 

 
For strength and guidance:  
Ray and Katie Hyer; the Vestry 

 For all military deployed and at home: 
 
Thanksgiving:  
For the continuing growth of St. Thomas’  
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The St. Thomas’ Prayer List 

T HE CR OSS TI ES  

Wedding Bells and Rainbows  

 On a brisk October afternoon in Durham, in the midst of 
the glories of a beautifully colored autumn, family and 
friends joined in celebrating the marriage of Ren Cashman 
and Connor Callahan.  The happy couple exchanged their 
vows with The Rev. Bruce Heyvaert officiating. 
 
Following the ceremony, all those in attendance were 
invited to enjoy a delicious wedding supper in a festively 
decorated, covered pavilion. During the meal a light mist 
fell, and, suddenly, a very special wedding gift, a beautiful 
rainbow, appeared. The rainbow provided an exceptional 
backdrop for special wedding photographs of the happy 
couple. 
 
Attending from St. Thomas’ were the rector’s wife Deb, 
Jo Ann Bowman, Barbara Duffy, Bill Bradford, and 
William Tucker.  
 
Congratulations to the newlyweds!   
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The Women of the Church will meet on Monday, November 4, at 11:00 a.m. in the 
Lower Parish Hall.  The program will be “”Where Words Fail, Music Speaks,”  led 
by Reinette Seaman, principal bass player and president of the Lee County 
Community Orchestra.   

 

The  program begins at 11:00 a.m. in the Lower Parish Hall.  Lunch will be served 
and all are welcome.   
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Women of the Church Learn to Make Sleeping Bags for Homeless 

Women of the Church November Meeting  

 

 

 

 

President Joan Griswold welcomed 23 attendees to the October 
Women of the Church meeting. The devotion of the day was 
presented by Micki Van Orden.  It was based on Psalm 
90:12:Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of 
wisdom and Ecclesiastes 3:1:There is a time for everything, and 
a season for every activity under the heavens. Listeners were 
reminded that Autumn is a season for setting Godly priorities 
and ensuring that every moment of life should count.  

An innovative and inexpensive solution to providing sleeping 
bags for the homeless was the subject of the program. 
Introducing the presentation with a CD overview, the speaker, 
Sue Bullwinkel, shared  the necessary basic steps for creating 
sleeping bags.   

Following the program presentation, WOC members expressed 
strong interest in forming a group to make these important 
support items for the homeless. Kay Heflin, Chair of the 
Outreach Committee, will form a study committee to research 
the project. 

Elizabeth Zeph reported the Ad Hoc Donation Committee’s 
recommendation that $1,000 be donated by Women of the 
Church to the diocese’s sister diocese of Costa Rica.  It was 
passed unanimously by voice vote.  

The raffle gift of the day, a collection of luxury soaps, was 
donated by Alice Anne Ford and won by Jane Escher.  

Following a prayer by the rector, members were invited to enjoy 
a delicious lunch prepared by Frances Floyd. The menu of the 
day included: chicken salad, pea salad, potato casserole, and 
brownies.  

Pictured is Speaker, Sue Bullwinkel  
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Men’s Group Learns About Welding 

 

 

William Tucker presented various techniques to welding 
during the October 22 Men’s Group   Some of the “tools of 
the trade” were made available for examination and 
discussion.  Most of the men were surprised to learn of the 
complexity to welding, and the time and training needed to 
do it flawlessly.  Some recalled their own fascinating 
experiences with welding during their military careers.  A 
good time was had by all with plenty of bantering to last 
until the next meeting, scheduled for November 26th.   
 

Other items of note: James said he’d, “hang in there as the 
new president of the Men’s Group until such time he is 
impeached.”   
 
The Men’s Group is coordinating with the Building 
& Grounds Committee on the curved retaining wall 
nearby the parish hall and plantings for the 
columbarium.  November 9th from 8:00 a.m. – 
12:00 is a grounds work day; November 13th the 
men will set up tables and chairs for the upcoming 
bazaar, and someday soon Randy and David will 
thoroughly clean the refrigerator.  Thank you, 
Men’s Group!     

Diocese Convention  

The Diocese of North Carolina prepares for its 204th Annual Diocesan Convention on November 22-23, in 
Winston-Salem, NC.  During this meeting, delegates and clergy will discuss and vote upon such important topics as 
the annual budget, legislative issues, and resolutions.    
 

Fr. Bruce, two delegates and an alternate delegate will be attending from St. Thomas.’  Our delegates, chosen for a 
three-year term, include Sue Bullwinkel and Randy Seymore.  The 
alternate delegate is William Tucker.  Thank you for serving.   

https://www.episdionc.org/


Blessings for All God’s Creatures 
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Fifteen excited dogs, accompanied by proud owners, attended St. 
Thomas’ Blessing of the Animals on Sunday, October 6th.  
 
Ranging in size from Jane Escher’s Shih Tzu, Fred, to Louise Spofford’s 
Goldendoodle, Willow, dogs received a blessing from rector Bruce 
Heyvaert.  (The rector’s cat, Elvis Henry, opted for a bowl of chickie-tuna 
in the comfort of the kitchen sink.)  
 
Owners, pets, and other attendees sharing the special, heartwarming event 
enjoyed the pleasant, balmy weather. There was a special canine visitor 
from CARA.  



Page 6 T HE CR OSS TI ES  

Congratulations and Kudos to Members  

Zan Hager, a freshman 
student at Cary Academy, 
recently represented his 
school in a tournament held at 
Cumberland Polytechnic High 
School In Fayetteville.  Zan 
was a medal winner, and his 
school was the highest scoring 
team in the tournament.  

Sanford’s annual week-long Art Show, 
sponsored by the Brush and Palette Club and 
held at the Hale Center,  featured award-
winning paintings by St. Thomas‘ own Sydney 
Somoza.  A blue ribbon winner, entitled “On 
the Hunt,” featured North Carolina coastal 
cranes.  
 
Another painting, “Spring Floral Medley,” was 
awarded a third place ribbon.   

Sydney has donated one of her artistic jewels to 
St. Thomas’ upcoming November bazaar.   

Pat Lewandowski paints a Christmas 
ornament at Central Carolina Hospital’s 
“Pamper Yourself Night Out” event on 
October 8. 

The Rev. Talmadge Bandy celebrates 
her birthday in Southern Pines.  



Quilter Extraordinaire! 
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CrossTies Submissions 

If you would like to have information posted about St. Thomas’ activities, please submit the articles and 
pictures.  Share the good works that are happening here.   
Send to:  crosstiesarticle2018@gmail.com 

Recipe Corner:  Frances Floyd’s Hash Brown Potato Casserole 

Parishioner Barbara Massengill’s masterful needlework 
creation, “Baltimore Spring,” was chosen by the Lee 
County Arts Council for the its “Continuing Our 
Traditions” ribbon.  Additionally, it won the Viewers 
Choice Ribbon!      

 

A special feature of the show was a talk by Barbara on 
the history of quilting, entitled "Quilts from the Bed to 
the Wall,” using her quilts as examples.        

 

Congratulations to Barbara on her continuing 
achievements. And, remember - St. Thomas’ is the very 
lucky recipient of one of her creative masterpieces as the 
centerpiece of the upcoming November bazaar! 

2 lb. bag frozen hash brown potatoes, thawed 
1/2 c. butter, melted 
2 cans cream of chicken soup 
8 oz. carton sour cream 
3 heaping tablespoons mayonnaise  
1/2 cup onions, chopped 
2 cups cheddar cheese, shredded (extra sharp) 
1 tsp. salt 
1/4 tsp. black pepper 
2 c. Corn Flakes, crushed  
1/4 c. melted butter 
 
Combine all ingredients except Corn Flakes and 1/4 cup butter. 
Put remaining ingredients in 9” x 12” baking dish.  
Put 1/4 cup butter in frying pan. 
Add corn flakes and stir to coat well. 
Sprinkle over potato mixture in baking dish.  Cover with foil.  
Bake 60 minutes at 350°. 
 



 
The Parish Staff 

 
The Rev. Bruce Heyvaert, Rector 

 
Dr. Jo Ann Bowman,  

Director of Music 
 

June Burbage,  
Organist 

 
Beth Wood,  

Administrative Secretary 
 

Katie Yuskevich,  
Nursery Caretaker 

 
Tasha Barrett, 

Assistant Nursery Caretaker 
 
 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 

http://stthomassanford.dionc.org/ 

Facebook:  St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church—Sanford 

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church 
“The Church with the Red Doors on Steele Street” 

 

312 N. Steele Street 

Sanford, NC 27330 

Phone: (919) 774-8644 

Email:  

stthomasnc@icloud.com 

 

Sunday Eucharist—10 am 

Godly Play—10 am 

 
The Vestry 

 
Cornelia Olive, Sr. Warden 

Randy Seymore, Jr. Warden 
Micki Van Orden, Clerk 

 
Serving through 2019 

 
Bill Bradford 
Cornelia Olive 

Micki Van Orden 
 

Serving through 2020 
 

Barbara Duffy 
Kay Heflin 

Joann Thaxton 
 

Serving through 2021 
 

Karen Huey 
Katie Hyer 

Randy Seymore 
 

We extend a warm welcome from our church 
community.  

We at St. Thomas’ believe that: 

 Whatever your religious background 

 Whatever your history 

 However you have come to be  
drawn to the Lord 

You are welcome to walk your journey of life 
with us at St. Thomas' Episcopal Church. 

 
Our Mission: 

 
“To grow in the knowledge and love of God through our worship of Him, our service to Him, 
and our study of His Word; and to bring others to know Jesus Christ as Savior within the  
fellowship of the Church” 

 


