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T
h

e
 C

r
o

s
s

 T
ie

s
 

S
T

.
 T

H
O

M
A

S
’

 
E

P
I

S
C

O
P

A
L

 
C

H
U

R
C

H
 

Volume 5 Issue 3 

March, 2020 

March Upcoming Events  

 

A decision is to be made.  When Elvis-Henry, our house cat, gets trapped behind a 
closed door, I typically hear a “meow,” or some scratching, or some other indication of 
distress.  What I’m hearing lately is the sound of something setting up residence in the 
crawl-space area under our house.  I checked it out.  Yup, a few acorn shells scattered 
about here and there, atop the newly installed vapor barrier is the evidence.  The little 
guy is becoming much too comfortable gnawing away within our safe home.  A 
decision to terminate a bad relationship is about to be made. 
 
It reminds me of a recent Sunday reading when Moses set a decision before his people 
as they prepared to enter the promised land.  If they were to survive, their relationships 
with things, neighbor and God were going to have to change.  The passage is found in 
Deuteronomy 30:15, See, I have set before you today life and prosperity, death and 
adversity.  The choice Moses laid out before his people remains with God’s people 
today: choose “life or death,” “prosperity or adversity.”  
 
Over 1300 years later, Jesus upheld Moses’ injunctions by saying, Do not think that I 
have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill 
(Mt. 5:17).  Then, in verses 21-48, he goes much deeper probing the root causes of 
broken relationships: undisciplined anger, dishonesty, and contempt for others that all 
too often lead to exploitive behavior. 
 
Like the squirrel taking up residence in the crawl-space, nasty attitudes can slowly 
creep into our lives, set up residence, and bring adversity and death of everything that is 
joyful (life in Christ).  For instance, If I have the audacity to say, “Well, at least I’ve not 
murdered anybody,” then I have failed to recognize the occasions when my quiet 
contempt for a neighbor allowed for less than charitable actions of thought, word and 
deed.   
 
If I have the audacity to say, “Well, at least I keep the sabbath holy every Sunday,” but 
then I continue the day unmoved and not changed by the things I’ve experienced and 
promised during the Sunday Holy Eucharist service, then how is that honest?  Do I 
think God needs obedience or presence without authenticity?  
 
If I have the audacity to say, “I want attention but don’t tell anybody,” what I really 
wish is that you would publicly recognize me.  How is that not making my actions the 
standard-bearer for judgment of others?  (The squirrel and his messy irritations must 
go!) 

(Continued on Page 7) 
 

March 2 
March 3 
March 4 
March 8 (DST) 
March 9 
March 11 
March 16 
March 18 
March 18  
March 18 
March 22  
March 23 
March 24 
March 25 
March 29  
March 30   

Women of the Church Meeting 11:00 am 
Bazaar Planning Meeting 2:00 pm 
Lenten Book Study 7:00 pm 
Vestry Meeting  11:30 am  
My Brother’s Keeper Project 10:00 am 
Lenten Book Study 7:00 pm 
My Brother’s Keeper Project 10:00 am 
St. Jude’s Prayer Guild 11:00 am 
Outreach Committee Meeting 3:00 pm 
Lenten Book Study 7:00 pm 
Children’s Clangy Collection 10:00 am 
My Brother’s Keeper Project 10:00 am 
Men’s Group 6:00 pm 
Lenten Book Study 7:00 pm 
Fifth Sunday Luncheon  11:30 am  
My Brother’s Keeper Project 10:00 am 
   
   
   



 
For those who are ill: 
The Rev. Talmage Bandy; Carol Bradford; Ruth Cameron; Jean 
Cooke; Judith D’Angelo; Charlotte Hohenstein; Doris Jeannette; 
Ed Knipple; Mary Louise Matthews; Stephen Drue Michael; 
Jane Miller; Ann Osmolak; Christina Weber 
 
 
For strength and guidance:  
The Vestry 
 
  

For all military deployed and at home: 

 
Thanksgiving:  
For the continuing growth of St. Thomas’  
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The St. Thomas’ Prayer List  

T HE CR OSS TI ES  

Mutual Ministry Review Held on January 29 

With the guidance of The Rev. Canon Rhonda Lee and The 
Rev. Daniel Robayo the vestry and rector participated in the 
yearly Mutual Ministry Review on January 29.  The 
evening gathering consisted of a light meal, prayer and 
reflection, a review of the past year, and brainstorming 
goals for the upcoming year.   

 

Further discussion and goal setting will be had during 
upcoming vestry meetings.  Expect to see, hear and feel 
improvements as we continue our lives together in the St. 

Thomas’ representation of The Body of Christ!   
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Women of the Church Celebrate National Chocolate Month 

Talented chocolatier Laura Phelps celebrated National Chocolate Month by speaking to 28 Women of the Church 
attendees at the February 3 meeting.  During a demonstration of chocolate-making, the speaker amazed and educated 
listeners by listing ingredients such as gold dust and red wine used in her craft.  At the conclusion of the program, 
church women were treated to a chocolate tasting of a wide array of her delicious candies. 
 
The devotion of the day, given by Mary Thatcher, was based on Jeremiah 31:3 and centered on the love of God.  

 
Treasurer Elizabeth Zeph listed disbursements of WOC funds.  
These included  underwriting costs of materials used in the 
children’s Sunday School program, and donating to the Lee 
County Community Orchestra.  
 
Karen Huey, Chair of next fall’s November bazaar, announced 
an upcoming planning meeting.  
 
Chair of the Cookbook Committee, Micki Van Orden, listed 
committee members and spoke about a scheduled planning 
meeting.  Jane Escher was added to the committee.  
 

The raffle gift of the day, donated by Darlynda 
Patterson and won by Louise Spofford, was a 
collection of candies and a tea towel.  
 
Following a benediction by the rector, hostess of the 
day Micki Van Orden served a delicious lunch.  
Featured were butternut squash soup accompanied by 
bread squares, chicken salad, and fresh salad 
vegetables with ice cream and fudge cake as dessert.  

Ron Dowdy, Sanford master wood carver, will showcase his magical creations, 
talk about his amazing experiences, and share examples of his delightful 
carvings at the March 2 Women of the Church meeting.  
 
Mark your calendar! Don’t miss this opportunity to see and learn about his 
remarkable array of carved masterpieces. Lunch will be served.  

WoC Presents Master Wood Carver on March 2 
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Godly Play at St. Thomas’ 

Saint Thomas’ has a long history of loving Godly Play. Records in the education office show that we’ve been using 
curriculum and materials in line with the Godly Play method since 1991. At that time, it appears that the founder of 
Godly Play and a few others were collaborating and creating stories, but my research found that the first edition of Godly 
Play as we know it today wasn’t released until 2002 in 4 volumes, which grew to 8 volumes by 2012. In 2017, those 8 
volumes went through major revisions and modifications, as well as updates and changes to the story materials.  
 
In August, September, and November, I attended the required sessions for the first level of training in Godly Play and 
became a Certified Godly Play Instructor. Our trainer was a wonderful woman from Duke Chapel, and she instilled all 
of the reasoning for why the words, actions, materials, etc. are so critical to a successful Godly Play classroom. “Trust 
the process” was heard many times during those sessions! 
 
As I continued to teach Godly Play here at Saint Thomas,’ it 
became increasingly clear to me how many of our materials 
were extraordinarily outdated – many predate the first edition 
of the “official” Godly Play manuals. Naturally, there are also 
several stories which have been added to the curriculum that 
were not available to our children.  
 
I am elated to report, however, that the Women of the Church 
have filled our need above and beyond my wildest hopes, with 
a donation of $4,000! The order was finalized and placed mid-
February, and we are patiently waiting for boxes to arrive!   

To be continued! 

—Samantha Michael 
 

The Parable of the Good Samaritan has just been told.  
Now it’s time for “I Wonder.”  

The Holy Family is the center focus of our classroom.  The large figure 
in the back represents the risen Jesus. 



Godly Play… I Wonder 
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I wonder what Godly Play really is… At the conclusion of every story, we have wondering questions to 
discuss what we have learned, and to encourage the children to willingly and freely participate in the 
discussion. “I wonder” have become two of the most important and favorite words of my vocabulary. 
There are three categories of stories we present in Godly Play: Sacred Stories, Parables, and Liturgical 
Action. Each of these genres have their own style of materials, specific types of stories from the Bible, and 
their own kinds of wondering questions.  
 
Sacred Stories are intended to tell the story so the children can become the story. God is the main character 
and the people of God are encountering God’s elusive presence. The people meet God in each of these 
stories… from creation through the patriarchs, into the Exodus, at Sinai, in the temple, in prophets’ visions, 
in psalms of presence, in sabbath, in the Word, in annunciation, transfiguration, and so many other times 
and places. Materials for Sacred Stories are three-dimensional. The wondering questions are consistently: I 
wonder what part of this story you like best? I wonder what part of the story is the most important? I 
wonder where you are in the story or what part is about you? I wonder if there is any part of the story we 
can leave out and still have all the story we need?  
 
Parables are for entering with wonder to live the questions. The Godly Play approach to parables includes 
six guiding parables in gold boxes, parables about parables, side-by-side parables, parable cards and parable 
games. Materials are two-dimensional, supporting the timeless quality of Jesus’ words to us. The wondering 
questions vary: I wonder what this could really be? I wonder where this could really be? 
 
Liturgical Action Lessons are for marking life, time, and space so children can know the Holy. Liturgy 
helps express inner and outer existential realities in a way that allows others to participate. It involves 
action, so all of our senses can be involved in this kind of knowing. Materials are both two- and three-
dimensional, supporting a deeper understanding of the liturgical focus. Examples of the wondering 
questions are:  I wonder if you have ever come close to this in church? I wonder what happens when you 
see this in church? I wonder who puts it there? 
 
—Excerpts from the Godly Play Commuter Core Training 

  
 

 

 

My Brothers’ Keeper Update 

Great news for St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church!  We are 
leaders again as we are the first chapter registered for My 
Brothers’ Keeper in North Carolina!  Congratulations!  

 
Sue Bullwinkel presented a program on the project to WOC 
in October .  On January 13, the first group of women met to 
learn about the project and to start a group at the church to 
make sleeping bags for the homeless in Lee County.  Sue 
shared lots of materials with us that she brought from her 
former church group in Pennsylvania. 

 
The group here meets on Mondays in the LPH from 10-11:30 
a.m.  Anyone can join the group at any time.  You don’t have to be able to sew!  We tie knots, sort materials, 
assemble materials and have a good morning of fellowship and, to date, we have contributed three sleeping bags to 
the homeless through the Bread of Life Ministry. 
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CrossTies Submissions 

If you would like to have information posted about St. Thomas’ activities, please submit the articles and 
pictures.  Please indicate the subject of your article in the title.  

Share the good works that are happening here.   
Send to:  crosstiesarticle2018@gmail.com 

Men’s Group Cooks… and Cleans Up! 

On January 27, the men’s group gathered over food provided by Lucy and William Tucker to discuss upcoming 
events.  Shrove Tuesday (Feb 25, 5:00pm – 7:00pm) with sausage and pancakes continues to be a yearly smashing 

success!   
 

Other dates of importance are February 15 for tree trimming, and March 28 for 
general grounds cleanup/repair.  If those dates are forfeited due to weather, then 
April 4 will be the makeup day.   

 

Stalwart souls, Sydney Michael, James Jessup, and David Patterson,  recently 
identified areas of St. Thomas’ 

acreage that needed attention.  So, on February 15, they donated 
time and energy, underscored by love for their parish, to tackle 
clean-up projects.  Thanks, folks, for helping our grounds sparkle 
with the help of your dedicated work.   
 

The men also decided to donate $800 to substantially cover the cost 
of converting the Lower Parish Hall lighting to LED lighting.  
Fewer bulbs will be needed in each fixture and the energy 
requirements will be much reduced.  Also, as in past years, the men 
will cover the cost of purchasing 50 bales of pine straw which will 
be used to dress the church grounds on one of the upcoming work 
dates.       

Sign up for Altar Flowers and Coffee Hour 

Sign-up sheets for Altar Flowers and Coffee Hosts are located in the 
Lower Parish Hall.   
 
Please consider signing up to sponsor the flowers or serve as coffee 
host.    



Of Rodents and Decisions (continued from Page 1) 
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Annual Literacy Celebration Brunch 

Rodents in the house are inconvenient, destructive, and have a unique way of causing tunnel vision until properly 
dispatched.  If you’re thinking, “Something must change in my life, a decision must be made,” then a good place to 
start is with oneself.  Yes, we stand alone before God, but save for the neighbor between us.  Lent is a good time for 
introspection with God, and neighbor.      
 
Our neighbors and the St. Thomas’ parish community are invited to gather for a traditional Shrove Tuesday meal on 
the 25th of February between 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.  The pancake and sausage dinner price is $5/person or $10 for 
two or more. 
 
Then the next day, Ash Wednesday service times are 12:15 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.  An interactive class will follow at 
7:00 p.m. for those who have begun to read Hanging by a Thread, and it will continue for the following six Wednes-
day evenings during Lent.  During the same time, Samantha Michael will offer “Faith Foundations” to the children 
and youth of the parish.        
 
Fr. Bruce+  

The Annual Literacy Celebration Brunch was enjoyed by 
teddy bears, students, tutors, cooks and supporters of the Lee 
County Literacy Council and Augustine Literacy Project.   

Barbara Yuskevich spoke briefly of the great success the twin 
efforts are meeting and of the generosity of the tutors and the 
local community.  

The group was treated to a display of students' newly-learned 
reading and comprehensions skills, and a delicious brunch was 
enjoyed by all.    



 
The Parish Staff 

 
The Rev. Bruce Heyvaert, Rector 

 
Dr. Jo Ann Bowman,  

Director of Music 
 

June Burbage,  
Organist 

 
Beth Wood,  

Parish Administrator 
 

Katie Yuskevich,  
Nursery Caretaker 

 
Tasha Barrett, 

Assistant Nursery Caretaker 
 
 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 

http://stthomassanford.dionc.org/ 

Facebook:  St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church—Sanford 

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church 
“The Church with the Red Doors on Steele Street” 

 

312 N. Steele Street 

Sanford, NC 27330 

Phone: (919) 774-8644 

Email:  

stthomasnc@icloud.com 

 

Sunday Eucharist—10 am 

Godly Play—10 am 

 
The Vestry 

 
Karen Huey, Sr. Warden 

Randy Seymore, Jr. Warden 
Karen Huey, Acting Clerk 

 
 

Serving through 2020 
 

Barbara Duffy 
Kay Heflin 

Joann Thaxton 
 

Serving through 2021 
 

Karen Huey 
Randy Seymore 

 
Serving through 2022 

 
Sue Bullwinkel 

David Patterson 
James Jessup 

 

We extend a warm welcome from our church 
community.  

We at St. Thomas’ believe that: 

 Whatever your religious background 

 Whatever your history 

 However you have come to be  
drawn to the Lord 

You are welcome to walk your journey of life 
with us at St. Thomas' Episcopal Church. 

 
Our Mission: 

 
“To grow in the knowledge and love of God through our worship of Him, our service to Him, 
and our study of His Word; and to bring others to know Jesus Christ as Savior within the  
fellowship of the Church” 

 


