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December, 2019 

December 2 

December 8 

December 8 

December 13 

December 15 

December 21 

December 22 

December 24 

December 24-27 

December 31  

Women of the Church 11:00 am  

Advent Lessons and Carols 10:00 am 

Vestry Meeting 11:30 am 

Church Office Closed 

Parish Annual Meeting 11:30 am 

Greening of the Church 9:00 am 

Children’s Clangy Collection 10:00 am 

Christmas Eve Service 7:00 pm 

Church Office Closed       

Church Office Closed     

  

December Upcoming Events 

 
 

“Can we do that again?” was a question enthusiastically asked following the 
Eucharistic Service on November 24, when, during Bishop Samuel Rodman’s 
annual visit, he Confirmed seven and Received two parishioners into the 
Episcopal Church.  It was a lovely service, and it seems that quite a number of 
you, along with Bishop Sam and myself, recognized that at the time.  “Can we 
do that again?”  Well, “yes” and “no.”   
 
The special Sunday service at St. Thomas’, followed the Thursday evening, 
Friday and Saturday annual Diocesan Convention when the clerics and 
delegates gathered for prayer and pursued the work of the church.  (Sue, Randy 
and William were our delegates, I was the cleric.)  How often do those two 
events so closely coincide? –probably not again in our lifetime. 
 
It is a wonderful gift to “be in the moment” when we recognize the Spirit 
moving to and through us, making some of our gathered moments 
indescribably unique.  No wonder the events of the first Pentecost were so 
misunderstood by those not gathered and not a part of the event, thinking the 
disciples were speaking gibberish and were drunk at 9 a.m. (Acts 2:5-16)  “Can 
there be another Pentecost like that first one?” –Not exactly like that, no. 
 
Occasionally, we pray, “Our times are in your hands, O Lord.”  Indeed, they 
are, and sometimes we recognize this in the midst of our gathered times 
together when we pray, when we work, when we sing, when we study, when 
we silently reflect.  “Can we do those things together, again?”  Sure!  But the 
kaleidoscope of our lives together never repeats, exactly.  Maybe that’s why the 
best way to live is faithfully and “in the moment,” always trusting that the ever-
loving God knows the end from the beginning, and our part in-between.   
 
In the meantime, enjoy the pictures of the two events, on the following pages. 
 
Fr. Bruce+  
 
        



 
 
For those who are ill: 
The Rev. Talmage Bandy; Carol Bradford; Ruth Cameron; Jean 
Cooke; Claudia Cox; The Rev. Mary Curtis; Alice Anne Ford; 
Deb Heyvaert; Charlotte Hohenstein; Pat Kirkman; Ed Knipple; 
Mary Louise Matthews; Jane Miller; Ann Osmolak; Jeremy 
Strickland; Didi Zahlava. 

 
For strength and guidance:  
Ray and Katie Hyer; the Vestry. 

 For all military deployed and at home: 
 
Thanksgiving:  
For the continuing growth of St. Thomas’  
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The St. Thomas’ Prayer List 

T HE CR OSS TI ES  

Women of the Church Presents Music in the Air 

 

The Women of the Church met on November 3rd with twenty-nine 
people present. Guest speaker of the day was Reinette Stephenson, 
President of the Lee County Community Orchestra.  
 
Reinette gave an entertaining and illustrative talk on the choice of 
the double bass as her performance instrument.  She completed the 
program by playing “The Elephant” from Camille Saint-Saëns’ 
composition, Carnival of the Animals.  
 
Karen Huey introduced the program with a “little test” about 
Sanford’s orchestra.  Winner, with a perfect score, was St. 
Thomas’ Parish Administrator, Beth Wood.  
 
The devotion, shared by Louise Spofford, was based on Psalm 
34:18. She reminded everyone that thankfulness to God is not a 
seasonal happening. Rather, it is always appropriate.     
 
The raffle item, a bronze-hued chrysanthemum and a collection of 
assorted candies, was donated by Karen Huey. It was won by Jo 
Ann Bowman who then presented the items to our speaker, 
Reinette Stephenson.  

 
Following a prayer by Fr. Bruce Heyvaert, hostess Pam Jessup served a delicious “Thanksgiving” meal of pumpkin 
soup accompanied by terra chips and flavorful wraps, with pecan pie for dessert. The meal was served from a table 
handsomely decorated with harvest furnishings. 
 
The December meeting of Women of the Church is on December 2, at 11:00 a.m. in the Lower Parish Hall.  The 
program will be The Real St. Nicholas, presented by Lynda Turbeville.  Lunch will be served and all are welcome.   
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Bishop Rodman’s First Visit to St. Thomas’  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Diocese of North Carolina Annual Convention 
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Men’s Group Cleans Up AND Donates to Augustine Literacy 

 

 

Members of the church spent a recent Saturday morning 
sprucing up the church grounds and adding new plants and 
trees.   

As you pray and meditate in the peaceful gardens of St. 
Thomas,’ say a special thanks for the work routinely done 
by our Men’s Group.   

On November 26, the Men’s Group enjoyed a dinner of 
chili and burritos provided by James Jessup and David and 
Darlynda Patterson.   
 
On behalf of the Augustine Literary Project, Barbara 
Yuskevich spoke to the tragedy of illiteracy in Lee County.  
Illiteracy contributes to a higher crime rate, less 
employment, higher cost to the county, lower tax base, and 
less overall life satisfaction.   
 
Moved by Barbara’s presentation the Men’s Group, along 
with another contributor, pledged $600 for the training of 
two new tutors, who will make life-long changes in the lives 
of countless men and women.   

And the Winner is! 

Every person who bought a ticket had already planned 
the appropriate place in his/her home to display this 
beautiful queen size quilt.  But only one name could 
win it.  Congratulations to Pat Kirkman, who won this 
stunning quilt!  Her winning entry was drawn from 
the 400 tickets sold to raise money for local organiza-
tions.   
 

The quilt was sewn and donated for the Bazaar by our 
own Barbara Massengill, who has won numerous 
state-wide awards for her beautiful quilted creations. 
 

When queried about quilt preparation time, Barbara 
responded, “I have no idea how many hours I put into 
that quilt.  I do know that I started tracing the pieces 
and picking out the fabrics in June of 2018 and took 
the last stitch in September of 2019. I would guess 
around 2000 hours, but time flies when you're having 
fun!”   



November 16 Red Door Bazaar Raises Money for Local Charities 
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Exclamations of delight, accompanied by prolonged applause, greeted the 
announcement by Rector Bruce Heyvaert at the November 24 service that Bazaar 

revenues this year topped $7,000.  
 

Attendance at the event, co-chaired by Karen Huey and Drusy Schaeffer, was 
sizeable. The attractive and diverse wares provided unique shopping opportunities 

for attendees.  
 
Top money makers at the Bazaar were Barbara Massengill’s magnificent quilt, the 

spectacular Bourbon Basket donated by Anne and John Bolger, and the attractive 
silent auction items. Other outstanding moneymakers were representatives from 

both the Men’s Club and Women of the Church.  These included: 
 

Frances Floyd - Food tables with pimento cheese, jellies, cake, pies, breads, 
brownies and other “goodies”  

Alice Anne Ford -Jewelry 
Joan Griswold - Paintings 
Deb Heyvaert - Luxury soaps, cosmetic bags, tea towels, and purses 

Karen Huey -Crocheted scarfs and hats and  bottles containing Christmas lights 
Tom Kuntz -Survival bracelets 

Barbara Massengill and Sue Bullwinkel - Hand-crafted Christmas items 
Carolyn and Scottie Schaeffer- Yard 

Ornaments 
Drusy Schaeffer – Hand-painted 
decorations and gourds 

Louise Spofford - Handsewn items 
Lucy Tucker- Woodland crafts 

Randy Seymore-Christmas bows 
 

Additional tables included: 
“White elephant” wares (The first item 

sold at the bazaar was a guitar and 
accessories found  at one of these 
tables.) 

 
Children’s table - Manned by Debbie White, this station was dedicated to raising 

money to support youth activities.  
 

Special activities for children 
attending the bazaar were 
under the direction of 

Samantha Michael, assisted by 
St. Thomas’ young people. 

 
Presiding over the happy event 

were Santa Claus (aka James 
Jessup) and an endearing, 
welcoming elf (William 

Tucker). 
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CrossTies Submissions 
If you would like to have information posted about St. Thomas’ activities, please submit the articles and 

pictures.  Share the good works that are happening here.   
Send to:  crosstiesarticle2018@gmail.com 

Rodgers & Hyer Entertain at St. Thomas’—Send in Your Pledge! 

Katie Hyer provided a very unique stewardship presentation at the Sunday, November 10th, service.  Dressed as a nun to set 
the stage for her original song (copied below), she launched into the familiar music of “My Favorite Things” from The Sound 
of Music.    

Accented with dancing, cartwheels, angels, and a backup chorus, her rendition exhorted parishioners to support the many 
activities of St. Thomas’ by pledging for 2020.   Surprised parishioners and an astonished rector witnessed the hysterical 
presentation, amazed at Katie’s creativity and innovative commitment.  
 

 



Veteran’s Day Celebration  
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Recipe Corner:  Pam Jessup’s Gingered Pumpkin Soup 

St. Thomas’ honored our veterans on November 10 with special 
recognition for their service to our country.  In addition, we 
celebrated the birthday of Col. John Bolger with an over-the-top 
coffee hour provided by John and Anne.   

Kudos to Jack Beyer, who still looks sharp in his 
military uniform! 

Serves 8-10.   (from The Colonial Williamsburg Tavern Cookbook)  
 
• 2 tablespoons (1/4 stick) unsalted butter  
• 1 small onion, finely chopped 
• 1 celery rib, finely chopped 
• 2 cups cooked fresh pumpkin puree, or 
• 2 (16-ounce) cans unsweetened puree  
• 4 cups Chicken Stock or low-salt canned chicken stock  
• 2 cups light cream or half-and-half 
• 1 tablespoon sugar  
• 1/2 teaspoon ground ginger  
• Salt and freshly ground black pepper to taste 
 
Directions 
To prepare the soup, in a large heavy saucepan over medium-high heat, melt the butter. Add the onion 
and celery and cook, stirring often, until tender, 3-5 minutes. Stir in the pumpkin and chicken stock. In-
crease the heat to high and bring to a boil, stirring often. 
 
Reduce the heat to low and pour in the cream. Stir in the sugar and ginger. Season with salt and pepper and 
heat until warmed through, about 5 minutes. Do not boil.  
 



 
The Parish Staff 

 
The Rev. Bruce Heyvaert, Rector 

 
Dr. Jo Ann Bowman,  

Director of Music 
 

June Burbage,  
Organist 

 
Beth Wood,  

Parish Administrator 
 

Katie Yuskevich,  
Nursery Caretaker 

 
Tasha Barrett, 

Assistant Nursery Caretaker 
 
 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 

http://stthomassanford.dionc.org/ 

Facebook:  St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church—Sanford 

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church 
“The Church with the Red Doors on Steele Street” 

 

312 N. Steele Street 

Sanford, NC 27330 

Phone: (919) 774-8644 

Email:  

stthomasnc@icloud.com 

 

Sunday Eucharist—10 am 

Godly Play—10 am 

 
The Vestry 

 
Cornelia Olive, Sr. Warden 

Randy Seymore, Jr. Warden 
Micki Van Orden, Clerk 

 
Serving through 2019 

 
Bill Bradford 
Cornelia Olive 

Micki Van Orden 
 

Serving through 2020 
 

Barbara Duffy 
Kay Heflin 

Joann Thaxton 
 

Serving through 2021 
 

Karen Huey 
Katie Hyer 

Randy Seymore 
 

We extend a warm welcome from our church 
community.  

We at St. Thomas’ believe that: 

 Whatever your religious background 

 Whatever your history 

 However you have come to be  
drawn to the Lord 

You are welcome to walk your journey of life 
with us at St. Thomas' Episcopal Church. 

 
Our Mission: 

 
“To grow in the knowledge and love of God through our worship of Him, our service to Him, 
and our study of His Word; and to bring others to know Jesus Christ as Savior within the  
fellowship of the Church” 

 


