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Volume 4, Issue 6 

August, 2019 

August 6 

August 11 

August 11 

August 24 

 

Bazaar Planning Meeting  2:00 pm 

New Member Confirmation Class    11:15 am  

Vestry Meeting  12:30  pm  

In-House Choir Retreat 8:30 am 

          

   

August Upcoming Events 

 
In the 25th Chapter of Matthew, our Lord describes the kingdom of Heaven, where “the 
righteous” are incredulous that their actions in this world had a direct impact on God.  It 
turns out that helping others, and forgetting about the efforts, is a signature of a healthy 
Christian.   
 
With that as an introduction, I present to you excerpts from a letter I received from first 
grade teachers at B. T. Bullock Elementary School.  It speaks of the tremendous benefits 
realized through our sponsorship of the Augustine Literacy Project, and the volunteer 
tutors under the guidance of Barbara Yuskevich.   
 
Fr. Bruce+ 
 
 
“We have had the opportunity to have St. Augustine Tutors working with our students in 
first grade for a number of years.  In that time, we have seen vast improvements in 
student performance and confidence. 
 
First grade truly is a pivotal time for reading growth.  The state of North Carolina 
expects these 6 and 7 year-olds to grow six reading levels throughout the year, compared 
to three levels in kindergarten and four levels in second grade.  Without the support of 
these one-on-one tutors during this crucial time, some of our students may fall below 
grade-level standards.  Not only do the tutors use research-based practices to fidelity; 
they work to build relationships with the students they tutor.  If you have ever taught a 
child, you know how vastly important the relational aspect of education is.  Students 
need a safe place to focus, make mistakes, and grow.  The St. Augustine Program 
provides this for students in a one-on-one setting, making it a vital resource for students 
who may have trouble attending to instruction in a whole class environment.   
 
The best way to demonstrate the effectiveness of this program is to share personal 
testimony of students who have benefited.   
 
“A student in my class began the year reading at two levels below the beginning of year 
benchmark.  She struggled to focus in class and to complete work.  After working with a 
St. Augustine tutor twice a week, she has become much more confident in her ability to 
read.  She grew five levels in a few months and is now performing at grade level 
expectations.  I don’t think this would have been possible without the extra help she 
received from her tutor.”   
 
 
                    (continued on page 7) 



For those who are ill: 
Beth; Daphne; Scott; Holly Chester Baker; The Rev. Talmage 
Bandy; Jack Beyer; Carol Bradford; Gladys Cashman; Jean 
Cooke; Claudia Cox; The Rev. Mary Curtis; Charlotte 
Hohenstein; Pat Kirkman; Dick Klancher; Ed Knipple; Pat 
Lewandowski; Sylvia Lowder; Christine Marsden-Smedley;  
Mary Louise Matthews; Wendy Middleman; Jane Miller; Robert 
Namy; Wayne Nesbit; Jeff Oldham; Ann Osmolak; Rebecca 
Pascoe; Jeremy Strickland; Ann Taylor; Chris Weber; Nellie 
Yuskevich; Didi Zahlava; Dave Zeph 
 
For those who have died:   
Lois Bauer 
Angela Middlemass-Dry 
Retta Gilman 

For strength and guidance:  
Ray and Katie Hyer; Mary and Dick Klancher;  
Annie and Terry Radley; Judy Watson;  the Vestry 
 

For all military deployed and at home: 
 
Thanksgiving:  
For the continuing growth of St. Thomas’  
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The St. Thomas’ Prayer List 

T HE CR OSS TI ES  

Men’s Group Maintains Church Property  

Even during the summer months, the Men’s Group has been 
taking care of maintenance issues.     
 
The dead dogwood tree was removed, along with a long-awaited 
trimming of the Crepe Myrtles. Ivy is now under control, while 
vines 50 feet long were removed from a holly tree. 
 
Yes, there was SOME water that sneaked into the LPH during a 
sudden storm. We do mopping also.  
 
After all of this, there was another “beautification” issue.  We 
removed dirt mold from brick and concrete walkways and the bell 
tower. As seen in the photo, a member with many talents made 
sure all was done properly, with additional help.  
 
To end the tasks, the men of the Church remained on site to 
oversee the waterproofing of the chimney and bell tower. The 
contractor also removed the 16-inch tree that had taken root on top 
of the chimney on the Parish Hall and plugged the hole with 
cement.  
 
While some parishioners make themselves available to do odd 
jobs, all members should make every effort to maintain our church 
by simply picking up after projects and meetings.  
 
Be sure to thank these tireless workers who keep St. Thomas’ 
looking great! 



V OLU ME  4,  ISS UE  6  

 
Join the Women of the Church on September 9 for the first program 
of the 2019-2020 year.  The program features Barbara Duffy and 
Louise Spofford, who will share their experiences of their 
mission trip to Costa Rica last spring. 
 

The  program begins at 11:00 a.m. in the Lower Parish Hall.  
Lunch will be served and all are welcome.   
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Fr. Bruce Presents The Story of the Cross:  WoC’s May Meeting 

A Pilgrimage to Costa Rica 
WoC Begins the 2019-2020 Year 

During the May meeting of  the Women of the Church, Fr. Bruce Heyvaert described the  
history of various Crosses and their meanings throughout Christianity.  

The devotion was given by Diane Hancock. Each member brought a salad to share during our 

luncheon.   

By request, here is the recipe for one of Deb Heyvaert’s favorite salads that was shared with 
the group. 

 
 

Deb’s Mango Pecan Salad 

1/4 cup packed brown sugar 
1 Tbs olive oil 
1 Tbs balsamic vinegar 
1 cup pecan halves 
1 (6 oz ) bag spring mix lettuce 
1 large mango, peeled and cubed 
 
Dressing:  5 Tbs olive oil mixed with 2 Tbs balsamic vinegar 

Stir sugar, olive oil, and vinegar in heavy skillet until sugar melts.  Mix in pecans.  Stir constant-
ly over low-medium heat until nuts are lightly toasted and syrup coats nuts evenly, about five 
minutes.  Spread nuts evenly on aluminum foil to cool.   
 
Combine lettuce, mango and pecans in salad bowl and toss salad with the balsamic dressing mix.   
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Fifth Sunday Luncheon on June 30 

St. Thomas’ parishioners enjoyed the  
June 30 Fifth Sunday Luncheon following 
Eucharist.   
 

Our own accordionist, Bob Lewandowski, 
provided toe-tapping music for the children 
and the adults to enjoy.   

 

 
Thanks to the generosity of St. Thomas’ members, the Outreach Committee has 
collected and donated 504 individual fruit cups for the Back Pack Pals summer 
program.   
 
This program provides meals for hungry children during the summer months.  
Many thanks to all who contributed.  A special thanks to Kay Heflin, Chair of 
the Outreach Committee, and members who serve tirelessly on behalf of those 
in need in Lee County.   
 
 
   

Summer Outreach 



Celebration of New Ministry in Hamlet, NC 
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Congratulations to The Rev. Tim Martin, who was  
installed as the new Vicar of All Saints’ Episcopal 
Church in Hamlet, NC, on May 15, 2019.   
 

The Rev. Tim serves as both an Episcopal priest and a 
Lutheran minister.   
 

Fr. Bruce Heyvaert was the guest homilist, and 
delivered a strong sermon.  The Right Reverend 
William O. Gregg, retired Bishop of Eastern Oregon, 
and The Reverend Canon Rhonda Lee, represented the 
Diocese of North Carolina.  Trumpeter Daniel 
Simmons provided music.   
 
Attendees from St. Thomas,’ Bruce and Deb Heyvaert, 
Jo Ann Bowman, Jane Escher, Frances Floyd, and 
Kelly Burke, enjoyed the Celebration of New Ministry 
and the fellowship with the Hamlet congregation.     
 

Save the Dates in 2019 

Save the date for these important upcoming events: 
 
Saturday, August 24 Annual In-House Choir Retreat (8:30 a.m.) 
 
Sunday, September 15 Ministry Fair 
 
Sunday, October 6 Blessing of the Animals (3:00 p.m.) 
 
Tuesday, November 5 Final meeting before the St. Thomas’ Bazaar 
 
Saturday, November 16 St. Thomas’ Bazaar 
 
November 22-23 Diocesan Convention 
 
Sunday, November 24 Bishop Sam Rodman’s Visit to St. Thomas’ 
 
Sunday, December 1 Parish Annual Meeting 
 
Sunday, December 8 Service of Advent Lessons and Carols 
 

 



News to Note 
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Need a Ride? 
 

If you are willing to provide a ride to and from Sunday church services for a home-bound parishioner, 
please contact the church office at 919-774-8644.  We will compile a list and then proceed.  Thank you! 

Availability of Vestry Minutes and Financial Reports 

The minutes of every vestry meeting, along with the latest financial report compiled by Treasurer, Andy 
White, and reviewed by the vestry, are posted on the board in the lower parish hall.   

Silence and Prayer  

Before our Sunday services begin, please respect the Episcopal tradition of prayerful silence as you reach 
your pew.  Thank you for your consideration of others.   

Save The Date 

November 16, 2019   St. Thomas’ Bazaar 

Silence and Prayer  

Before our Sunday services begin, please respect the Episcopal tradition of prayerful silence as you reach 
your pew.  Thank you for your consideration of others.   

CrossTies Submissions 

If you would like to have information posted about St. Thomas’ activities, please submit the articles and 
pictures.  Share the good works that are happening here.   
Send to:  crosstiesarticle2018@gmail.com 
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Bazaar Features Hand-Crafted Quilt 

 

On November 16, 2019, the Bazaar at St. Thomas’ 
will feature another of Barbara Massengill’s quilted 
masterpieces.   

 

Eighteen excited and energized parishioners (and 
soon-to-be introduced Etta and Emma Massengill) 
met in the Gilman Room on Tuesday, August 6, to 
share plans and updates on the upcoming bazaar.  
Event co-chairs, Karen Huey and Drusy Schaeffer, 
received reports on projects already in motion.  
Suggestions by attendees were discussed and refined. 

 

On Sunday, August 4, the sale of the first five tickets 
to St. Thomas’ rector, the Rev. Bruce Heyvaert, by 
co-chair Karen Huey, officially began the countdown 
to the November 16 charity fundraiser.   

 

Tickets to win this quilt are now available for 
purchase at the Church Office and during Sunday 
Coffee Hour.  The price is $5 per ticket, or five 
tickets for $20.  All proceeds are donated to local 
charities. 

 
 

 

“I had a student last year who was performing below grade level.  After enrolling in the St. Augustine Program, he 
flourished!  At the end of the year, he was reading at a higher level.  This would not have been possible without the 
extra support from tutors.  This is a very valuable service to our students here at Bullock!”   

 

As you can see from these stories, the program is vital to the success of our schools and more importantly, to the suc-
cess of the individual students who are given the opportunity to receive this extra support.  Thank you so much for 
your time and please remember how much we, as a team, value the St. Augustine Literacy Program.” 

 

Sincerely,  
 

The First Grade Team 
B. T. Bullock Elementary School 

Results That Matter, continued 



 
The Parish Staff 

 
The Rev. Bruce Heyvaert, Rector 

 
Dr. Jo Ann Bowman,  

Director of Music 
 

June Burbage, Organist 
 

Beth Wood,  
Administrative Secretary 

 
Katie Yuskevich,  

Nursery Caretaker 
 

Tasha Barrett, 
Assistant Nursery Caretaker 

 
 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 

http://stthomassanford.dionc.org/ 

Facebook:  St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church—Sanford 

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church 
“The Church with the Red Doors on Steele Street” 

 

312 N. Steele Street 

Sanford, NC 27330 

Phone: (919) 774-8644 

Email:  

stthomasnc@icloud.com 

 

Sunday Eucharist—10 am 

Godly Play—10 am 

 
The Vestry 

 
Cornelia Olive, Sr. Warden 
Joann Thaxton, Jr. Warden 

Micki Van Orden, Clerk 
 

Serving through 2019 
 

Bill Bradford 
Cornelia Olive 

Micki Van Orden 
 

Serving through 2020 
 

Barbara Duffy 
Kay Heflin 

Joann Thaxton 
 

Serving through 2021 
 

Karen Huey 
Katie Hyer 

Randy Seymore 
 

We extend a warm welcome from our church 
community.  

We at St. Thomas’ believe that: 

 Whatever your religious background 

 Whatever your history 

 However you have come to be  
drawn to the Lord 

You are welcome to walk your journey of life 
with us at St. Thomas' Episcopal Church. 

 
Our Mission: 

 
“To grow in the knowledge and love of God through our worship of Him, our service to Him, 
and our study of His Word; and to bring others to know Jesus Christ as Savior within the  
fellowship of the Church” 

 


