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Volume 4, Issue 4 

April, 2019 

April 1 

April 6  

April 14 

April 18 

April 19  

April 21  

April 23 

April 28 

 

Women of the Church  11:00 am 

Men’s Group Grounds Clean Up Day   8:00 am 

Palm Sunday Service  10:00 am 

Maundy Thursday Service   7:00 pm 

Good Friday Service   7:00 pm 

Easter Service  10:00 am 

Men’s Group Meeting    6:00 pm 

Children’s Clangy Collection  10:00 am  

 

          

   

April Upcoming Events 

As each of us is introduced to Christ through a friend or a loved one, so did my friendship 
with Barbara Donnelly start with an introduction.  As she opened wide the doors to her 
Colleyville, Texas home, I was quickly made to feel a part of the long relationship she and 
Deb shared that went back many decades when Barbara first hired Deb to work at Abbott 
Laboratories. 
   
Their close, fun-loving relationship endured many a twist and turn as families, tears, health 
interruptions, shared vacations, retirement, divorces and career changes made up the fabric of 
their lives shared.  I was brought into that delightful relationship as one who had shared the 
same, laughing at the funny stories and crying at the sad ones.  Life is sweet, even when things 
are tough and messy.     
 
The three of us formed a strong bond, the kind that forms through grace.   As time took its toll 
and the obvious was not too far over the horizon, we assured Barbara that come what may, she 
always had a place to live.  We still call it “Barbara’s room.”   
 
While her flavor of Christian practice was Methodist, she loved her experience of the 
Episcopal Church as expressed at St. Thomas’.  She visited in 2017, and you quickly made her 
to feel a part of our new family. 
 
I’m sure it helped her perception of our budding life together as she and Deb spent the better 
part of that cold March week shopping in every retail location they could find.  According to 
Barbara “stripes were in” that season.  Barbara liked to laugh, and had a mantra of “just giggle 
as you go,” …and we did.  A tough life had taught her that shared laughter is a wonderful 
salve. 
 
After that visit, I was surprised when Barbara handed me a check.  I said something like, 
“friends don’t pay, Barbara.”  She responded, “No, you don’t understand.  Some time ago I 
made the decision that when I spend money on something that I consider somewhat frivolous,  
I give an equal amount to my favorite charity.  Today, St. Thomas’ is my favorite charity.  The 
church may spend it on whatever they like, even everyday expenses.”  I was stunned.  Still am.  
What a way to live! 
   
Our friend and your friend, Barbara, died from complications of a sudden, massive stroke one 
year later, on April 17, 2018. 
 
The truth of the matter is, in too many ways Barbara died too much alone, and much too soon.  
She needs to be remembered.  “Red is in” during upcoming Holy Week.  When you see the 
new red vestments and sanctuary appointments during Holy Week, remember the wonderful 
grace named Barbara Donnelly.  Rest in Peace, dear friend, Barbara.  We will see you again, 
some uncertain day in the future. 
 
Love,  
Fr. Bruce+ and Deb 



 

For those who are ill: 
Beth; Bill; Holly Chester Baker; Jack Beyer; Lois Bauer; Jack 
Beyer; Bill and Carol Bradford; June Burbage; Gladys Cashman; 
Jean Cooke; Claudia Cox; The Rev. Mary Curtis; Alice Anne 
Ford; Trudy Forrest; Charlotte Hohenstein; Richard Horne; Ray 
Hyer; Pat Kirkman; Dick Klancher; Christine Marsden-Smedley; 
Mary Louise Matthews; Jane Miller; Robert Namy; Wayne 
Nesbit; Ann Osmolak; Rebecca Pascoe; Ann Taylor; Nellie 
Yuskevich; Dave Zeph. 

 

For strength and guidance:  
Sarah and Justin; the Vestry.  

 

For all military deployed and at home: 
 
 

Thanksgiving:  
For the continuing growth of St. Thomas’  
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The St. Thomas’ Prayer List 

T HE CR OSS TI ES  

Shrove Tuesday Celebrated in True St. Thomas’ Spirit 

Many thanks for the Men’s Group (and a helpful group of women) for the 
delicious Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper on March 5.  Attendees enjoyed 
pancakes, turkey sausage, and a mixed fruit cup.  Joy Gilmour ensured that 
everyone had festive beads to feel the Mardi Gras spirit.  
 
It was a fun evening  of 
celebration for our St. 
Thomas’ members and 
families. 
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The speaker, Campbell Price II, teaches photography at CCCC.  He is 
the retired computer expert for NCDPI, which oversees all computer 
programs in NC schools.  Bring a camera to the meeting to learn tips to 
make your pictures tell a beautiful story.   

 

Speaker:   Camp Price 

Devotion:   Kelly Burke 

Lunch:    Frances Floyd 

Raffle Gift:  Joan Griswold 
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God’s Gift in Nature:  WOC’s March Meeting 

Women of the Church Meeting on April 1, at 11:00 a.m. 
Every Picture Has a Story to Tell 

The March 4th Women of the Church meeting was highlighted by a program presented by Lucy Tucker. She 
shared her signature creations of “critters,” composed of simple elements to be found in the world around us: 
rocks, acorns, pine cones, seashells, and other elements of nature. Attendees were 
invited to create their own models, using materials provided by the speaker. 
 
The devotion of the day was presented by Jane Escher. It focused on forgiveness 
and was based on a text from Luke 17:3-4: "If your brother sins, rebuke him, and if 
he repents, forgive him. If he sins against you seven times in a day, and seven times 
comes back to you and says, ‘I repent’, forgive him.”  
 
President Joan Griswold welcomed three new members: Sue Bullwinkel, Patty 

Lewandowski, and Marie Martin.  
 
Newly appointed co-chairs shared St. Thomas’ 
Bazaar news: 
*Drusy Schaeffer announced she had roofing from 
her former church available for use in creating 
bazaar items. 
*Karen Huey shared that quilter extraordinaire 
Barbara Massengill has offered to create another 
quilt for the 2019 bazaar. 
 
The raffle gift of the day, an 
attractive succulent plant donated by 
Sydney Somoza, was won by Deb 
Heyvaert.   
 
Following the meeting a delicious 

lunch was served by hostess of the day, Carol Bradford, assisted by 
husband Bill.  The menu included potato soup, cheese muffins, fresh 
vegetable salad, and assorted chocolates prepared by daughter Laura. 
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Outreach Opportunity!   
 

Outreach Update   
 

St. Thomas’ began our 2019 Outreach projects with a bang!  
Thanks to your generosity, we assembled 70 Blessing Bags, 
which had been requested by the Salvation Army.   
 
In February, we provided three dinners for a large group in the 
Family Promise program.  Sign up for the various dishes was 
completed the first Sunday it was posted.  That’s a first! 
 
At the March meeting, the committee voted to donate $100 to 
the Reach Out Pregnancy Center in Sanford.  Their director met 
with us and we were impressed the programs they offer, such as 
parenting and life skills classes, as well as help in obtaining 
furnishings needed when a baby arrives.  Bishop Rodman sent a 
letter to the churches throughout the diocese requesting 
financial support for St. Augustine’s University, an Episcopal 
institution.  We voted to contribute $100. 
 
We have two projects coming this spring.  In April, we are 
assembling Easter baskets for the residents at Oak Haven.  In 
May, we will be providing a special treat for the adult residents 
at The Haven.   
 
During the past years, our parish has done a magnificent job in personally contributing to the various projects we 
coordinate.  We never want this to be a burden for you – rather an opportunity, if you desire, to support a particular 
effort. 
 
If you have suggestions or comments for our committee, please contact one of our members: 
Pat Kirkman and Kay Heflin co-chairpersons; Joann Thaxton, Joan Griswold, Micki Van Orden, Louise Spofford, 
Carolyn Schaeffer. 
 

Wear Your  St. Thomas’ T-Shirt! 
Watch for Details. 



Men’s Group Learns About the Floral Market 
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Every Sunday, we are blessed to have an inspiring 
arrangement of fresh flowers to grace our altar.  Have you 
ever wondered how the beautiful flowers make it from the 
flower farm to the florist to the sanctuary?  Randy Seymore, 
a buyer and salesperson for Hardin Wholesale, Liberty, NC, 
described the wholesale flower market to the Men’s Group 
on March 26.   

Randy’s company is the largest complete source for cut 
flowers, potted plants, and floral supplies in the Carolinas, 
covering a 250-mile radius daily with fleet deliveries.  
Products are purchased daily from all over the world, 
including California and Florida, South America, Thailand, 
Canada, and Holland.  Flowers arrive in the United States at 
the Miami airport and are transported by truck here.  The 
beautiful Easter lilies will soon arrive from Canada, while 
our Christmas poinsettias are from the eastern part of North 
Carolina.   

The next Men’s Group meeting is on April 23, at 6:00 pm.   

Planting A Spring Garden for Your Daily Living  
Plant three rows of peas 
 1.  Peace of Mind 
 2.  Peace of Heart 
 3.  Peace of Soul 
 
Plant four rows of squash 
 1.  Squash gossip 
 2.  Squash indifference 
 3.  Squash grumbling 
 4.  Squash selfishness 
 
Plant four rows of lettuce 
 1.  Lettuce be faithful 
 2.  Lettuce be kind 
 3.  Lettuce be patient 
 4.  Lettuce really love one another 
 
No garden is complete without turnips 
 1.  Turnip for meetings 
 2.  Turnip for service 
 3.  Turnip to help one another 
 
To conclude our garden, we must have thyme 
 1.  Thyme for each other 
 2.  Thyme for family 
 3.  Thyme for friends 
 
Water freely with patience and cultivate with love.   
There is much fruit in your garden because you reap what you sow.   
 
 



News to Note 
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Easter Lilies  
 

If you would like to make a donation for Easter lilies in memory or in honor of someone,  
the requested donation is $11.  Envelopes are in the pews to use for your donation.   

Deadline is Sunday, April 7. 
 

Safe Church Training at St. Thomas’ on May 18,  10:00 am—12:30 pm 
 

If you work with children/youth or elderly shut-ins, Safe Church training is required every three years.   
Vestry members are encouraged to attend. 

Registration is required and space is limited. Sign up at the NC Diocese website to reserve a spot.   

Volunteer Is Needed for Advertising and Public Relations 
 

We are in need of a Public Relations/Advertising chair to help promote St. Thomas'.   
Responsibilities include:  

  *  Work with the Communications Committee to build the St. Thomas' image 

  * Issue press releases to the NC Diocese and local media 

  * Develop advertising and marketing  materials as funds permit 

Contact Fr. Bruce if you are interested.    

Availability of Vestry Minutes and Financial Reports 

The minutes of every Vestry meeting, along with the latest financial report compiled by Treasurer, Andy 
White, and reviewed by the Vestry, are posted on the board in the Lower Parish Hall.   

Silence and Prayer  

Before our Sunday services begin, please respect the Episcopal tradition of prayerful silence as you reach 
your pew.  Thank you for your consideration of others.   
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St. Thomas’ Bazaar News 

SAVE THE DATE—November 16, 2019 

We are off to a great start for the Bazaar!   

We would like to thank Barbara Massengill for donating another handmade quilt for our Bazaar!  That is 
spectacular!!!  Micki Van Orden has also donated a quilt, and Deb Heyvaert has donated a baby quilt for the 
raffle.  Deb’s sister in Arkansas is donating a hand-crocheted afghan.  Many thanks to these ladies for their 
generosity!   

It is not too late for you to donate a raffle item.  Maybe you would like to donate a ham for the holidays, a 
vacation for a weekend or week somewhere, or something else.  Please contact Drusy Schaefer or Karen Huey 
and let them know how you would like to contribute to the raffle.   

We are now accepting chairs for different parts of the Bazaar.  Joann Thaxton and Micki Van Orden have 
volunteered to be in charge of the kitchen that day……Tommie’s Cafe.  Thank you, ladies.   

Please let Drusy or Karen know if you would like to be in charge of any of the following positions: cashiers, 
publicity, tickets, the children’s items, or you can suggest something you would like to be in charge of and let 
them know.   

Next month, we would like to start finding out who would like to sell items and what those items may be. Check 

out your Pinterest pages and get ready to be creative!  Thank you for all of your efforts with the Bazaar! 

How Do People Start Attending Church? 

  

A Friend Invited Me     86% 
 

Organized Visitation    6%  
 

Invited by Pastor    6% 
 

Advertising    2% 

   

 

 

  
From churchgrowth.org 



 
The Parish Staff 

 
The Rev. Bruce Heyvaert, Rector 

 
Dr. Jo Ann Bowman,  

Director of Music 
 

June Burbage, Organist 
 

Beth Wood,  
Administrative Secretary 

 
Katie Yuskevich,  

Nursery Caretaker 
 

Tasha Barrett, 
Assistant Nursery Caretaker 

 
 

 

 

We’re on the Web! 

http://stthomassanford.dionc.org/ 

Facebook:  St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church—Sanford 

St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church 

 

312 N. Steele Street 

Sanford, NC 27330 

Phone: (919) 774-8644 

Email:  

stthomasnc@icloud.com 

 

Sunday Eucharist—10 am 

Godly Play—10 am 

 
The Vestry 

 
Cornelia Olive, Sr. Warden 
Joann Thaxton, Jr. Warden 

Micki Van Orden, Clerk 
 

Serving through 2019 
 

Bill Bradford 
Cornelia Olive 

Micki Van Orden 
 

Serving through 2020 
 

Barbara Duffy 
Kay Heflin 

Joann Thaxton 
 

Serving through 2021 
 

Karen Huey 
Katie Hyer 

Randy Seymore 
 

We extend a warm welcome from our church 
community.  

We at St. Thomas’ believe that: 

 Whatever your religious background 

 Whatever your history 

 However you have come to be  
drawn to the Lord 

You are welcome to walk your journey of life 
with us at St. Thomas' Episcopal Church. 

 
Our Mission: 

 
“To grow in the knowledge and love of God through our worship of Him, our service to Him, 
and our study of His Word; and to bring others to know Jesus Christ as Savior within the  
fellowship of the Church” 


